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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communication filed on 6/19/2008. 

Response to Amendment 
The examiner has acknowledged the amendment of claims 1-20. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments fded 6/09/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 1 1 that the programming of a plurality of macro keys as 
disclosed by Lin does not correspond to the creation of a user code set as claimed. It is the 
examiner's position that the reference of Lin teaches that the buttons defined in a macro is linked 
to remote control codes (paragraph 040). It also the examiner's position that the limitation of the 
remote control device is arranged for enabling combination from a plurality of preset code set 
into a user code set for controlling the device to be control is disclosed by Lin et al. because Lin 
teaches the various button defined in the macro is linked to remote control codes (paragraph 
041). 

Regarding applicant argument regarding the remote control code provided by a third 
party, the reference of Lin teaches storing remote control codes of various manufacturer and this 
code is also used in creating a macro (paragraph 042) and placing the remote control in a 
learning mode so as to enable the remote control to learn new code (paragraph 043). The storing 
of remote control code of various manufacturers represents a third party code and this code is 
also used in creating a macro. 



Application/Control Number: 

10/509,238 

Art Unit: 2612 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lin et al. US 
Patent Application 200 1 00 1 76 1 5 . 

Regarding claim 1, Lin et al. teaches a remote control device comprising objects keys 
provided by the VCR, DVD, and Sat keys (figure2), a selector key (macro key M) for linking 
preset IR code sets to the object keys to enable the user to control function of a device to be 
controlled by the remote control device and combining a number of preset IR code sets into a 
single code set for controlling a device by using a macro to link the different code set of various 
devices to form a new code set to control a plurality of devices (paragraph 040). Lin et al. 
teaches a touch screen for selecting the device to be controlled and the selection process is 
repeated for the various to appliance to be controlled by the macro (paragraph 035) and therefore 
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the preset IR code and an activator provided by menu button 23 for creating a link between the 
preset IR code and the object key (paragraph 041). Lin teaches the various button defined in the 
macro are linked to remote control codes (paragraph 041) and therefore teaches remote control 
device is arranged for enabling combination from a plurality of preset code set into a user code 
set for controlling the device to be control. Lin teaches storing remote control codes of various 
manufacturer and this code is also used in creating a macro (paragraph 042) and placing the 
remote control in a learning mode so as to enable the remote control to learn new code 
(paragraph 043). The storing of remote control code of various manufacturers represents a third 
party code and this code is also used in creating a macro. 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Lin et al teach, with reference to FIG. 6 which shows the 
structure of the processing unit, a microprocessor 30 and a memory unit 3 1 (equivalent to the 
claimed "storage means") connected to the microprocessor 30. The microprocessor 30 is further 
connected to the touch-type screen 1 1, infrared transmitted 12, infrared receiver 13 and basic 
button set 20. The memory unit 3 1 (equivalent to the claimed "storage means") is provided to 
store various control commands, user-defined data and default remote control codes for different 
manufacturers (functionally equivalent to the claimed "preset code sets") {see Lin et al, 
paragraph 0042}. 

Regarding claim 3, Lin et al. teaches the remote control is multimode because the remote 
control operates in the TV, DVD, VCR and Sat mode (paragraph 036). 



Application/Control Number: Page 5 

10/509,238 

Art Unit: 2612 

Regarding claims 4 and 6, Lin et al. teaches a proposer provided by the previous page 
button 1 1 1 and the next page button 1 12 at the lower portion of the screen are provided for the 
user to change the displayed page (paragraph 037). 

Regarding claim 5, Lin et al. teaches a verifier by displaying TV when the key 
representing the code set for the TV is selected (paragraph 037). 

Regarding claim 7, Lin et al. teaches communicating the unlink key to user by displaying 
the keys to the user (figure 18). 

Regarding claim 8, Lin et al. teaches the remote control includes a touch screen 
(paragraph 035). 

Regarding claim 10, Claim 10 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 1 and is 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 11, Claim 1 1 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 4 and 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 12, Claim 1 1 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 6 and 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 13, Claim 1 1 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 7 and 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 14, Claim 14 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 9 and 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 15, Claim 15 recites a method for practicing the device of claim 2 and 
therefore rejected for the same reasons. 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/509,238 

Art Unit: 2612 

Regarding claims 16, 19, and 20, Lin et al. teaches a remote control device comprising 
objects keys provided by the VCR, DVD, and Sat keys (figure2) and a memory (31) for storing 
IR codes and a executable program provided by macros for enable the use to combine a number 
of preset IR code sets into a single code set and to link the different code set of various devices to 
form a new code set to control a plurality of devices (paragraph 040). Lin et al. teaches Lin et al. 
teaches a touch screen for selecting the device to be controlled and the selection process is 
repeated for the various to appliance to be controlled by the macro (paragraph 035). Lin teaches 
the various button defined in the macro arc linked to remote control codes (paragraph 041) and 
therefore teaches remote control device is arranged for enabling combination from a plurality of 
preset code set into a user code set for controlling the device to be control. Lin teaches storing 
remote control codes of various manufacturer and this code is also used in creating a macro 
(paragraph 042) and placing the remote control in a learning mode so as to enable the remote 
control to learn new code (paragraph 043). The storing of remote control code of various 
manufacturers represents a third party code and this code is also used in creating a macro. 

Regarding claims 17-18, Lin et al. teaches a proposer provided by the previous page 
button 1 1 1 and the next page button 1 12 at the lower portion of the screen are provided for the 
user to change the displayed page (paragraph 037). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VERNAL U. BROWN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3060. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-7:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/V ernal U Brown/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2612 
August 7, 2008 



